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Hello Folks; 
 

Most likely I will be out of town for the June meeting.  I have asked Bill Blue, and Ron 
Kull to conduct the meeting in my absence.  Rita and I are taking a small vacation in the 
West and may not be back in time.  I have put together a short agenda.  Perhaps this 
would be a great opportunity for those who attend the meeting to network with the other 
club members regarding questions you may have or to hear what they are doing. 
 

During the summer months the threat of swarming tends to be reduced, so you may mod-
ify your hive inspections to once every 15 to 20 days, looking for queen cells, brood pat-
terns, and hive beetle population.  Remember to focus on the presence of uncapped lar-
vae which helps to confirm a queen right condition even if you did not see the queen.  
 

The months of June and July continue to produce a moderate nectar flow.  Palmetto, 
Magnolia and various palms are major nectar plants that continue blooming June and 
July so honey stores will continue to swell. Add honey supers as needed.  Remember the 
general rule is to add a new super once 8 of 10 frames has been filled.  Do not add too 
many supers as this give the hive beetles more undefended areas to hide from the bees.  
 

Remember, don’t be too concerned about a blanket of bees on your hives at night during 
the summer months, they are just trying to keep cool. 
 

Looking ahead, you may want to start planning for hurricane season.  How are you going 
to secure your bee hives during a storm?  I screw down the hive tops and use tie downs 
(metal devices which screw into the ground) and rope or cable to keep the hives from 
blowing over.  Any other ideas? 
 
Bee Friendly, 
 
 
Tom Bartlett 
 
President, Beekeepers of Volusia Country, Florida 
University of Florida Master Beekeepers Program 
Certified University of Florida Welsh Honey Judge 

President’s 
Corner 



Ka-Bloom? 
 

No, but here is what is, or will be, 
blooming soon.   

June 
Mangroves (Red, White and Black) 
Firebush 
Coral Honeysuckle 
Nonnative Honeysuckles 
Gallberry 
Elderberry 
Crepe Myrtles 
Cabbage Palm 
Saw Palmetto 
Gopher Apple 
Southern Fleabane 
Clovers 
Yellow Squash 
Zucchini Squash 
Melons 
Beans 
Tomatoes 
Hollies 
Sweet Bay Magnolia 
Southern Magnolia 
Beauty Berry 
St. John’s Wort 
Oak Leaf Hydrangea 
Wild Coffee 
Spanish Needles  
Joint Weed 
Numerous native wildflowers 

Thanks go to Kevin Bagwell of Full Moon  
Natives for providing this information.   

Uncle Ed’s 
Points to Ponder! 

 

 How much deeper would 
the ocean be if there were 
no sponges? 

 Why are there Interstates in 
Hawaii? 

 If con is the opposite of pro, 
is Congress the opposite of 
progress? 

 Why is the person who han-
dles your money called a 
“broker’\? 

Read Of The Month 
 

Beekeeping for Dummies 
Howland Blackiston 

 

As with other Dummies books I have read 
this one is a general overview with a chance 
to learn buzz words (no pun intended).  Bee-
keeping for Dummies covers the entire spec-
trum of beekeeping including making mead, 
marketing honey and recipes using honey.  
Personally, I would rather the book stay with 
actual beekeeping.  The space for ancillary 
topics takes space away from beekeeping 
information. 
 

A glaring error is Blackiston’s writing of the 
three castes of bees… drones, workers and 
queen.  Unfortunately, there are only two 
castes of bees… workers and queen.  Makes 
me wonder. 
 

This is not a terrible book but there are much 
better values for the money.  The books re-
viewed in prior editions of this newsletter 
are examples. 
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Hive Management Tasks 
 

June 
 

 Remove and process honey… main flow stops 
 Varroa populations begin to grow—monitor 

colonies closely.  The economic threshold is 
60+ mites/day on sticky screen or 17+ mites in 
an ether roll for colony of average strength.  
Treat if you exceed these numbers. 

 

July 
 

 Remove and process honey… main flow stops 
 Varroa populations begin to grow—monitor 

colonies closely.  The economic threshold is 
60+ mites/day on sticky screen or 17+ mites in 
an ether roll for colony of average strength.  
Treat if you exceed these numbers.   

 

Thanks to Dr. Jamie Ellis of the UF HBREL for this 
information. 

"Well done is better than well said."  
- Benjamin Franklin 



Nosema 
 

The best description I have heard is bee dysentery.  
That kind of sums it up.  There are two versions of 
nosema; Nosema apis and Nosema cerana.  Nosema 
apis has been in the US for a long time.  Nosema cer-
ana is relatively new.  Nosema is a problem world 
wide for bees. 
Symptoms of nosema include bees walking around in 
front of the hive, K-wing, fecal staining on the front 
of hive bodies and slow spring build up.  These 
symptoms are not definitive, however, and may be 
caused by other issues.  The only fail proof method is 
to send a sample of bees, in alcohol, to a county 
agent or the HBREL for evaluation. 
Nosema is most prevalent in colonies of bees that are 
cooped up for extended periods.  This makes nosema 
more of a problem in northern areas and in the win-
ter. 
Treatment of nosema is done using Fumagilin.  
Treatment is usually done in late fall and early winter 
in preparation for being hive bound during the win-
ter.  Some research indicates that Nosema cerana 
may need more treatment than Nosema apis but the 
jury is still out on that.  
Nosema affects the bees ability to digest food and 
absorb nutrients.  The result is bees in a generally 
weakened condition.   

Yummy Tummy Honey 
 

Southwestern Bean & Corn Salad 
 

1 15 oz can pinto beans rinsed and drained 
1 cup corn 
1 red bell pepper chopped 
4 green onions chopped 
2 TBS honey 
2 TBS cider vinegar 
1/2 tsp cumin 
1/2 tsp mustard 
1/8 tsp cayenne pepper 
 

Combine first 4 items in a large bowl.  Blend 
vinegar and honey in a small bowl until 
smooth.  Stir is mustard, cumin and cayenne.  
Drizzle over bean mixture and toss to coat.  
Cover, refrigerate 2 hours.  Serve on lettuce 
leaves if desired. 

Thanks to Chris Wilson for this tasty dish. 

"If a man does his best, what else is there?"...- General George S. Patton 
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Next Meeting 
 

Wednesday 
June 23, 2010 

6:30 PM 
 

Volusia County Agricultural Center  
Auditorium, 3100 E. New York Ave., Deland 

Need Help? 
Call A Mentor! 

 

Tom Bartlett: bartteb@aol.com—
386-756-2571 
 

Marlin Athern : 386-428-0838 
mjathear@volusia.k12.fl.us 
 

If you are an experienced bee-
keeper please volunteer to help 
your club mates. 

1/12 Teaspoon 
 

That is how much honey the average bee will 
produce in its lifetime. 



Bee  
of the  
Month 

 

Apis mellifera mellifera 
 

This is the German bee that undoubtedly was 
the first honey bee brought to America in the 
early 1600s.  The German is the race (sub-
species) of bees known as black bees.  Native 
Americans named them the ‘white man’s fly’. 
 

A.m. mellifera is a bee that is good for making 
comb honey which was the favorite form of 
honey until the 20th century.  Their cappings 
do not touch the honey in the cells so it does 
not cause an unpleasant watery look to the 
honey.  They also make little propolis which 
also keeps the comb looking good. 
 

The German bees can be defensive and move 
like crazy people when the hive is examined.  
They are also more susceptible to foulbroods 
than the Italian bee (Apis mellifera ligustica).  
For these reasons the Italian bees displaced the 
German bees as the favorite of American bee-
keepers in the late 1800s. 
 

Next month… Apis mellifera scutalata 
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" And then pell-mell his harvest follows swift 
Blossom and Borage, lime and balm and clover 

On downs the thyme, on cliffs the scantling thrift 
Everywhere the bees go racing with the hours 

For every bee becomes a drunken lover 
Standing upon his head to sup the flowers 

 
The Land... V. Sackville West 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We bow down to you, 

Busy, pretty bee - 
If you died out, 

So soon would we! 
 

Paul Rance 

Poll Number 1 Results 
 
These are the results of poll number 1 from those 
who have extracted honey and responded to the 
survey. 
 
Have you ever had the opportunity to pull frames 
for extraction?  
 
If so, what technique did you use most often to 
move the bees off the frames? 
 
1. Brush them off… 6 
2. Fume boards… 1 
3. Bee escape/escape screen… 0 
4. Blow torch and low yield  
    thermo-nuclear device… 0 
 
To extract do you use... 
 
1. Crush and strain… 0 
2. Tangential extractor… 4 
3. Radial extractor… 3 

What Do You Want? 
 

The Beekeepers of Volusia County is your club.  
What would you like to see in the newsletter?  Are 
there any training activities you would like to have 
take place?  What topics would you like discussed 
at meetings?  Share your thoughts at the club meet-
ings and help make the club the best it can be. 



 

Events of Interest  
to Beekeepers 

 
June 23, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia County meeting 
 
July 28, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia County meeting 
 
August 25, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia County meet-
ing 
 
September 22, 2010...Beekeepers of Volusia County 
meeting 
 
October 2010… Master Bee Program in Ft. Myers 
 
October 27, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia County meet-
ing 
 
October 28-30, 2010… Florida State Beekeepers Asso-
ciation 90th Convention, Ft. Myers 
 
November Club Meeting... TBD 
 
December 22, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia County 
meeting 
 
March 11 & 12, 2011… Bee College 
 

"Do, or do not. There is no 'try'." ... Yoda  

Don’t Stop Here! 
 

The technical and instructional information 
in this newsletter is introductory in nature.  
To become fully knowledgeable on a subject 
it is necessary that further study be per-
formed.  Knowledge is power! 

Tangential or Radial? 
 
Honey extractors are of either the tangential or radial 
type.  With radial extractors the frames are put in the 
extractor as if they were spokes in a wheel.  Tangen-
tial extractors require the frames be placed across the 
perimeter of the extractor. 
 
Radial extractors extract both sides of the frame at one 
time.  The bees actually make the comb cells at a 
slight up angle to keep the nectar and honey from run-
ning out until the cell is capped.  For this reason the 
frames should be placed with the top bar facing out-
ward so the force of spinning is not somewhat coun-
teracted by wrong facing cells. 
 
Tangential extractors only extract one side of a frame 
at a time.  The frames are spun so about 1/2 the honey 
is extracted then reversed.  This keeps the weight of 
the foundation from becoming too unbalanced and de-
stroying the foundation.  Give the bees back as much 
wax as possible.  The frame is them reversed and the 
second side fully extracted.  The frame is once again 
reversed and the first side extraction is completed. 
 
For hobbyists the tangential is a good compromise be-
tween cost and efficiency. 



Beekeepers of Volusia County, Florida  
 

Meeting Agenda 
  

 Beekeepers of Volusia County, Florida  
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

June 23, 2010 
 
 
Call to order and welcome: 
 
Business: 
 

 Membership Drive / Registrations / $15.00 Annual Fee 
 

 
Presentations Discussions: 
 

 Varroa Mite Control – Video Jamie Ellis – Lets try again 
 

 Do you have a hive beetle problem? 
 

 Joining Hives weak hives – Newspaper Method 
 

Odds and Ends 
 
1. Full Moon Native Nursery Selling Beekeeping Supplies 
2. Jester Inspection Jackets and Gloves – Great Buy, return to Jester? 
3. What’s happening in your bee yard? 
4. Beekeeping Questions 
 
 
Adjournment 



BEEKEEPERS OF VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
Minutes (not yet accepted) 

May 26,2010 
 
 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Meeting called to order by President Tom Bartlett.  President Bartlett welcomed visitors to the 
Club.  Announcement was made that a Beginning Beekeeping seminar was going to be held on 
June 5, 2010 at 10:00 a.m at Full Moon Native Nursery in Port Orange.   
 
A video by Dr. Jamie Ellis on Varroa Mite Control was begun.  Computer problems caused quite a 
few interruptions in the program so it was decided to show this video another time. 
 
Queen marking was then discussed.  In order to capture the queen, it was suggested that we begin 
from the outside frames and work in to the center of the hive.  When she is located, then we should 
capture her in the marking tube and gently push her to the screen and then using a marking pen with 
the color for the present year, place a dab of paint on her thorax.  She can then be returned to her 
place in the hive. 
 
7:25 p.m. a break in the meeting was had to enable members to buy they raffle tickets. 
 
7:40 p.m. Meeting reconvened.  Members were encouraged to join the Florida Beekeepers Associa-
tion since this is the group most actively lobbying with the lawmakers in Tallahassee for beekeepers 
in our State.   
 
Honey extraction was discussed.  We were informed that Kevin Jester has offered to do a workshop 
in queen rearing in June and July. 
 
8:15 p.m.  Raffle held. 
 
8:20 p.m.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for June 23, 2010. 

Club Officers 
President—Tom Bartlett—bartteb@aol.com—386-756-2571 

Vice President—Bill Blue—billblue0072003@yahoo.com—386-490-5966 
Treasurer—Ron Kull—kullrp@yahoo.com—386-451-2978 

Secretary—Rose Williams - rmbwill@hotmail.com - 407-323-3056 



Businesses of Members 

Members who wish to advertise their business in the club newsletter please  
provide a business card to Ed Williams. 

For Sale—Wanted 

"I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that 
won't work."... Thomas Alva Edison 

Members want to buy or sell something? 
Email Ed Williams your ad at  

astrocycler@att.net. 



Beekeepers of Volusia Country, Florida 
 

Membership Registration Form 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name                                
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
City_________________________________________ State____ Zip Code _________________ 
 
Telephone Number ________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail address: Important - Much business is done by electronic mail 
 
 
1. Regular Membership (includes family members) $15.00 [ ]  
 
2. Lifetime Membership donation of one hive with 10 frames and bees or $250 { } 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to Beekeepers of Volusia County, Florida 
 
 
 
Bring to meeting or mail to:  
 
Ron Kull, Treasurer, 2525 Palm Dr. 
Port Orange, FL 32128,  
Phone: 1-386-451-2978 
E-mail: Kullrp@yahoo.com 
 
 
Meeting Information… 4th Wednesday of each month… 6:30 PM…  
    Volusia County Agricultural Center Auditorium,  
    3100 E. New York Ave., Deland 


