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Hello Folks;
August is coming to a close and fall is right around the corner. You may be able to harvest honey
during fall before the winter months, but remember to leave an ample supply for the Ladies to
weather the winter months. In addition to the honey in the brood box, I usually leave a medium
super of honey (30 + pounds of honey) on my hives to keep the bees well stocked for the winter.
Last winter was a long and cold series of months and many beekeepers indicated that they lost a
number of hives due to starvation.
During August and September continue to perform your hive inspections at the two to three week
intervals. Remember your honey bee biology and focus on a queen right condition.
During the fall, Varroa mites may be on the increase; it’s a good idea to perform a couple of mite
counts to see if you need to treat. Also, if you start to notice bees walking around in front of your
hives with deformed wings, your bees may have deformed wing virus which is a strong indicator
of a serious Varroa mite issue and treatment is recommended or you may lose your hive.
Remember, in beekeeping, it is always a good idea to be thinking ahead and order your supplies
early. I fyou wait too long, our suppliers may be out of stock. During the fall, many beekeepers
apply medications and perform treatments to keep their bees healthy during the winter for the
next year spring season. We will talk about the medications to keep on hand and the important
treatments during our August meeting.
During the fall and winter months, many organizations hold honey contests. Now is the time to
prepare your honey to enter a contest. During out next meeting, I will share with you the Welsh
Honey Judging Methods which will help you understand how to improve your honey and win a
honey contest.
Bee Friendly,
Tom Bartlett
President, Beekeepers of Volusia County, Florida
University of Florida Master Beekeepers Program
Certified University of Florida Welsh Honey Judge

What’s Blooming?
Here is what is, or will be, blooming
soon.
September
Spotted mint
Goldenrod
Vine aster
Sumac
Golden dew drop
Buckwheat
Lantana
Joint Weed
Butter Mint
Impatiens
Sea grape
Honey suckle
Wax myrtle
Coffee
Sandhill prairie clover
Poeter weed
Day lily

Check out your local Native Plant Society chapter. They can tell you what native plants will work in your area. Get
your neighbors involved too. Plant more
wild flowers and decrease areas with
grass. Mother nature will thank you.

Uncle Ed’s
Points to Ponder!
Why don’t we ever see psychic wins lottery?
 Why is abbreviated such a
long word?
 Can fat people go skinny
dipping?
 If you throw a cat out of a
car widow, does it become
kitty litter?
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Field Activity
Saturday, August 21st, found about 20 members
at Kevin Jesters apiary. Kevin was a great host
and kept us occupied for about 2 1/2 hours.
Kevin talked about his history in the business and
what brought him to move his operation to Florida two years ago. As a hobbyist it is interesting
to learn about the commercial side of beekeeping.
Kevin spoke at length on Varroa and especially
Nosema. Conversation and questions revolved
around effects and treatments. Of course CCD
was part of the conversation.
Kevin also talked about the use and effect of
Honey B Healthy. His opinion seemed to be it
does not cure anything but improves the general
health of the colony. Kevin makes his own version of Honey B Healthy.
We were also treated to Kevin’s method of queen
rearing. His is a straight forward method that was
simpler than many others I have seen. No fancy
equipment and no mystical processes.
The morning ended with the examination of some
hives and nucs.
Thanks to Kevin and Pratima for having us as
guests.

Hive Management Tasks
September
Monitor for Varroa mites The economic threshold is 60+ mites/day on sticky screen or 17+
mites in an ether roll.
 Treatment for Nosema needed? As much as 4
gallons of medicated syrup may be needed to
control Noxema cerana
 Continue to feed colonies if needed


October—December






Varroa peaks in Aug/Sept. Treat if you exceed
the economic threshold
If necessary, treat with Fumigillin for Nosema
Monitor and control small hive beetles
Feed colonies if light on honey stores or nectar
source.
Treat for tracheal mites if necessary.

Thanks to Dr. Jamie Ellis of the UF HBREL for this
information.

Wax Moth
The Greater Wax Moth (Galleria mellonella)
eats wax, right? Wrong. However, the larvae
of this pest do eat wax and create what may
be referred to as a mess in a hive or stored
frames and hive bodies.
Wax moths are actually raised in some areas
of the country because fisherman like them
for bait. In the wild wax moths are a friend
to bees. Wax moths clean out old feral hives
of wax, debris and foulbrood spoors. They
leave behind clean healthy digs for the next
colony of honey bees. Surprised?
However, wax moths are a problem to beekeepers. Wax moths will infest and destroy
weak hives so their presence is an indication
of another serious problem(s). The big issue
is what they do to frames that are stored waiting use. Keep your stored hive bodies
stacked at 90 degrees to each other in an area
that has light and air circulation. Another
tactic is to store the hive bodies stacked normally and put Paradichlorobenzine in the top
hive body. Remember that the equipment
must be aired out for at least 2 weeks prior to
using.

Next Meeting
Wednesday
August 25, 2010
6:30 PM
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Yummy Tummy Honey
Honey-Mustard Baked Chicken
From Chris Wilson
3 pounds of chicken
1/2 Cup (1 stick) butter or margarine,
melted
1/2 Cup honey
1/4 cup of mustard (Walmart’s Great
Value Southwest Spicy is great)
1. Preheat oven to 350 deg.
2. Place chicken in baking dish.
3. Combine butter, honey and mustard. Spread over chicken.
4. Bake 1 hour, basting with pan
juices every 15 minutes until
chicken is tender and golden
brown.
5. Eat
Chris Wilson has provided great recipes three months in a row. How about
others pitching in with some delicious
honey recipes?

Volusia County Agricultural Center
Auditorium, 3100 E. New York Ave., Deland

Hard work spotlights the character of people: some turn up their sleeves,
some turn up their noses, and some don’t turn up at all. Sam Ewing

Bee
of the
Month
Apis mellifera carnica
This is a dark bee that is dark grey to very dark
grey (almost black). This sub-species orignated in the area of Europe comprising Northern Yugoslavia and the Austrian Alps. Though
they have few diseases which is a strong advantage they have a strong tendency to swarm
which is a serious disadvantage. They tend to
be a gentle bee with low overwinter numbers
and rapid spring build up. Interest seems to be
gaining for the Carniolan due to it disease resistance.

Apis mellifera Caucasica
The Caucasian bee originated in the Caucasus
mountains. Like the Carniolian it is a dark and
gentle bee. Their biggest drawback is a serious use of propolis. They are prone to drift
and robbing behavior.

Club Gets Its First 2 Hives
By Bill Blue, Vice President.
On Monday August 2, I had made arrangements to meet with
Jesse at S&S Apiaries at one of his bee yards on Maytown Rd. in
Oak Hill. Although I originally set this appointment to pick up
some hives that Jesse pledged to the Beekeepers of Volusia
County, it turned out to be much more of an event.
With about 10 other members of our group, we were treated to a
carefull presented demonstration of splitting a hive and introducing a queen cell into the new split. Every one was given the opportunity to spot the queen in the original hive and given instructions on the importance of handling the hive frames soa s not to
jeopardize the queen. Also Jesse gave a a frame by frame
evaluation fo the capped brood, open honey, capped honey,
swarm cells, eggs and larvae on each frame as well as its importance to a successful split.
With the demonstration given just a few yards fro a busy 20 plus
hive bee yard it was a real introduction to the world of the beekeeper. It was a casual and friendly atmosphere and many questions were answered patiently and in detail. “Scott and Peggy
were on hand from Alysia Apiaries as well, providing insight
both on all-natural beekeeping as well as their experiences. As
mush information as was given, I don’t think anyone left feeling
overwhelmed, it was an enriching experience.
Courtesy of Jesse, 2 hives are now available for club use at our
Mercers Fernery location. They need to settle in, and one is in
what I refer to as “nursery lock down” to give the new q2ueen
total peace and quiet to get started. Possibly in September a time
can b e set for a demonstration of some kind. Following Jesse’s
example I hope to use a ‘mission focused’ event where true specific hive management practices will be demonstrated with general information and practical tips imparted as a matter of course.
The mission will be determined by the real world demands of the
hive at that time. Season, honey flow, health of hive, immediate
and future needs aof the hive.
Jesse is always very busy, but will be at our next meeting. I hope
we can give him a few minutes to introduce himself, his aspirations, answer a few questions and to thank him.
Also Tom Bartlett will be back! Thankfully he will take the
helm and provide us with his expertise and resources. This
spring there will ‘bee’ no more excuses. To the Bee Yard and
beyond.

I am always doing that which I cannot do,
In order that I may learn how to do it.
Pablo Picasso

What Do You Would You Like?
Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed byt the things you didn’t do than by the
ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines, sail
away from the safe harbor, and catch the trade
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.
Mark Twain

The Beekeepers of Volusia County is your club.
What would you like to see in the newsletter? Are
there any training activities you would like to have
take place? What topics would you like discussed
at meetings? Share your thoughts at the club meetings and help make the club the best it can be.

Events of Interest
to Beekeepers
August 25, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia County
meeting

Points to Ponder for July Meeting

September 22, 2010...Beekeepers of Volusia
County meeting
October 2010… Master Bee Program in Ft.
Myers
October 27, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia
County meeting
October 28-30, 2010… Florida State Beekeepers Association 90th Convention, Ft. Myers
November Club Meeting... TBD
December 22, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia
County meeting
March 11 & 12, 2011… Bee College

Need Help?
Call A Mentor!
Tom Bartlett: bartteb@aol.com—
386-756-2571
Marlin Athern : 386-428-0838
mjathear@volusia.k12.fl.us
If you are an experienced beekeeper please volunteer to help
your club mates.

Don’t Stop Here!
The technical and instructional information
in this newsletter is introductory in nature.
To become fully knowledgeable on a subject
it is necessary that further study be undertaken. Knowledge is power!

"Liberty is the breath of life to nations"
George Bernard Shaw

...

BEEKEEPERS OF VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA
Minutes (not yet accepted)
July 28,2010

Meeting was called to order by vice-president Bill Blue at 6:30 PM.
Bill informed the club he was going to pick up 2 hives being donated to the club by Jesse Azam on
Monday. These will be the clubs first hives and will be placed at Mercers Fernery Rd.
Guests were then asked to introduce themselves.
Bill led a discussion regarding smokers and smoker fuels which developed into a discussion of
what can make bees aggressive. Working bees with no smoke or veil was also discussed.
The raffle was for a smoker.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15.
Next meeting will be August 25, 2010 at 6:30p.m.

Club Officers
President—Tom Bartlett—bartteb@aol.com—386-756-2571
Vice President—Bill Blue—billblue0072003@yahoo.com—386-490-5966
Treasurer—Ron Kull—kullrp@yahoo.com—386-451-2978
Secretary—Rose Williams - rmbwill@hotmail.com - 407-323-3056

Beekeepers of Volusia County, Florida
Meeting Agenda
August 25, 2010
Call to order and welcome:
Business:


Membership Drive/Registrations/$15.00 Annual Fee



Treasurer’s Report

Presentations Discussions:


Varroa Mite Control



Fall Medications and Treatments



Welsh Honey Judging Methods



Using a Honey Refractometer

Odds and Ends:
1. Full Moon Native Nursery selling beekeeping supplies and bee friendly plants.
2. Winters Nursery in Ormond Beach selling beekeeping supplies and bee friendly plants.
3. What’s blooming?
4. What’s happening in your bee yard?
5. Beekeeping Questions.
Adjournment

Businesses of Members

Beekeepers of Volusia Country, Florida
Membership Registration Form
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Name
______________________________________________________________________________
Address
City_________________________________________ State____ Zip Code _________________
Telephone Number ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: Important - Much business is done by electronic mail

1. Regular Membership (includes family members) $15.00 [ ]
2. Lifetime Membership donation of one hive with 10 frames and bees or $250 { }

Please make checks payable to Beekeepers of Volusia County, Florida

Bring to meeting or mail to:
Ron Kull, Treasurer, 2525 Palm Dr.
Port Orange, FL 32128,
Phone: 1-386-451-2978
E-mail: Kullrp@yahoo.com

Meeting Information… 4th Wednesday of each month… 6:30 PM…
Volusia County Agricultural Center Auditorium,
3100 E. New York Ave., Deland

