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Hello Folks; 
 

At this time, we are right in the middle of the Volusia County Fair.  A Special thanks to 
all of you who volunteered to man our booth at the fair. Many people have stopped by 
our booth to ask questions about our club, honey bees, honey, bees wax and other ques-
tions about wasps, yellow jackets etc.   
Our club also hosted Volusia County’s first Welsh Honey Judging Show at the fair.  A 
special thanks to Elaine Schoch and Don Kent, UF Welsh Honey Judge Candidates who 
volunteered to assist me in judging the 15 show classes.   
During November and December you should keep your hive inspections at a minimum, 
especially during cool temperatures.  The ladies are trying to store honey for the winter 
and trying to keep their hive at a constant 92 degrees to keep the brood alive. If you find 
your hive queenless, it is hard to find a replacement queen and queen mating is minimal 
because many drones have been eliminated from the hive. You may want to consider 
combining your weak queenless hives with stronger queen right hives to survive the win-
ter by using the newspaper method or bee bomb method.      
If you are planning to re-queen in the spring or purchase additional nucs don’t forget to 
place your order early.  
Are you monitoring the Varroa Mites in your hives?  Don’t forget varroa mites often 
peak during the winter months when the Queen is laying fewer eggs and populations 
drop off.  
Good News! Our November meeting will be held at Full Moon Natives Nursery on Satur-
day, November 20th at 4:00pm.  Check out the festival program at http://
www.purplecowfestival.com.   
Stay tuned for information about our December Meeting.  

Bee Friendly, 
 

Tom Bartlett 
President, Beekeepers of Volusia Country, Florida 
University of Florida Master Beekeepers Program 
Certified University of Florida Welsh Honey Judge 

President’s 
Corner 



Hive Management Tasks 
 
 
 

October—December 
 Varroa peaks in Aug/Sept.  Treat if you exceed 

the economic threshold.  The economic thresh-
old is 60+ mites/day on a sticky screen or 17+ 
mites in an ether roll for a colony of average 
strength 

 If necessary, treat with Fumigillin for Nosema.  
Colonies may need as much as 4 gallons of 
medicated syrup to control Nosema cerana. 

 Monitor and control small hive beetles 
 Feed colonies if light on honey stores or nectar 

source. 
 Treat for tracheal mites if necessary.  Treatment 

option… mix vegetable oil and powdered sugar 
until doughy (not sticky to touch)… place a pan-
cake sized patty on top bars of brood chamber. 

 
Thanks to Dr. Jamie Ellis of the UF HBREL for this 
information. 

Points to Ponder 
 
 Where does your lap go when you stand up? 
 What would a chair look like if your knees 

bent the other way? 
 Why isn’t 11 pro-

nounced ‘ontey-one’? 
 Doesn’t expecting the 

unexpected make the 
unexpected expected? 

 Why is it called lipstick 
when you can still move 
your lips? 

 If a person with multiple personalities threat-
ens suicide is that considered a hostage situa-
tion? 

One of Donald Walker’s bees hard at work. 



Volusia County 
Fair and Youth Show 

November 4 –14 
 
The we can be proud of our first public club 
event.  Having a booth at the fair was a rous-
ing success.  We spread the word about bees, 
their problems and beekeeping.  Cudos to all 
those who planned and set up the both.  It 
was very professional looking. 
Lots of information was passed out and a 
whole lot of great discussions took place.  
The interest of the public was great.  What 
was fantastic was how many people know 
about CCD and were truly concerned about 
the future of our little friends. 
The general interest level was also reflected 
in the number of people who have an interest 
in becoming beekeepers and joining the club.  
We had 51 people give us their email address.  
All were sent back issues of our newsletter 
and a general information sheet that will help 
them learn more about bees and beekeeping.  
They will also receive the next 
2 newsletters. 
Great job by all those who par-
ticipate. 

“Some people never go crazy.  What truly horrible lives 
 they must lead.”… Charles Bukowski 
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Next Meeting 
 

Wednesday 
December 22, 2010 

6:30 PM 
 

Volusia County Agricultural Center  
Auditorium, 3100 E. New York Ave., Deland 

 

Tasty Tidbits  
 

This tip comes from Henri & Rosemary 
van Wandelen.  Take those pizza crusts 
and dip them in honey for a great taste 
treat.  No more wasted pizza crust… eat 
more honey… great concept. 
 
 
 
 
 
Carmen Clifton says to check out 
Honey.com the web site of the National 
Honey Board.  They have lots of honey 
recipes and you can subscribe to their 
newsletter.   

Lemonade Lectures 
 

DeBary Hall has a series of lectures 
throughout the year.  November 20th Bill 
and Marion Frederickson of Happy Bee 
Honey Farm gave a talk on bees and bee-
keeping.  The talk was geared to non-
beekeepers and was quite well done.  
Nice part for the club was when I an-
nounced I was a member of the Beekeep-
ers of Volusia County Bill strongly en-
couraged people to talk with me and get 
involved.  The result was an additional 15 
people providing their email addresses 
and are now on our mailing list. 
You can check out Happy Bee Honey 
Farm at www.happyhoneybeefarm.com.   



 

Events of Interest  
to Beekeepers 

 
 
December 22, 2010… Beekeepers of Volusia 
County meeting 
 
March 11 & 12, 2011… Bee College 
 
 
Make your plans to attend bee college.  Don’t 
miss a chance to attend… learning… friendship.  
There are tracks for beginners.  Learn about… dis-
eases, nutrition, grafting, installing packages, what 
bees are right for you… you name it and there is 
probably a session for it… Check it out 

"The man who smiles when things go wrong has found some-
one to blame it on."… Robert Bloch 

Don’t Stop Here! 
 

The technical and instructional information 
in this newsletter is introductory in nature.  
To become fully knowledgeable on a subject 
it is necessary that further study be under-
taken.  Knowledge is power! 

This Is What The Club Said 
Survey 5 

 
Do you do crafts with bees’ wax? 
 
No = 8   Yes = 4 
 
Do you make mead? 
 
No = 9   Yes= 2 (no sharing was offered) 
 
Why did you become a beekeeper and what do you like 
about beekeeping? (A sampling of the answers) 
 
I went to a seminar and thought it was so interesting. I have an organic 
garden and learning about the lack of pollinators, colony collapse, etc. 
made me want to do something. 

 
What do I like about beekeeping? Fresh honey, watching the bees 
come and go from the hive. Having an all around green hobby that is 
good for the earth.  The smell of a hive during a honey flow and the 
taste of fresh burr comb.   How did I get started in bee keeping? My 
dad always had bees as long as I could remember and I took over his 
hives when he died in 1991.  

Watching the bees going about their business. The bee dance, commu-
nicating with each other, little bees hatching out and climbing out, and 
I like to compare the grubs to see the different stages on one frame.  I 
have loved bees since I was little. They are one of four of my favorite 
bugs. But at the time I became a beekeeper, we were using a LOT of 
honey to make homemade bread and we were in 4 H at the time. I saw 
the project on Beekeeping and thought that it would be a great topic 
for homeschooling. So we did it and bought two of our own hives. The 
kids didn't care for them so much, but I did. I've been hooked ever 
since.  
 
The sense of order and oneness  It had always seemed interesting to 
me. 
 
learning from their attention to nature  a fun hobby with bene-
fits ,education, greater understanding of life cycles ,and did I mention 
natural honey.  

Need Help? 
Call A Mentor! 

 

Tom Bartlett: bartteb@aol.com—
386-756-2571 
 

Marlin Athern : 386-428-0838 
mjathear@volusia.k12.fl.us 
 

If you are an experienced bee-
keeper please volunteer to help 
your club mates. 



Local Beekeeping Supplies 
 
 

1. Bee Friendly LLC – Volusia Country Brushy Mountain Dealer – Tom Bartlett 
    Tom Bartlett – 386-756-2571 
 
2. Debs Beekeeping Supplies – Hastings Fl. & Jacksonville Fl.  
    1-904-886-9389 & 1-877-703-DEBS     
 
3. Full Moon Native Nursery selling beekeeping supplies and bee friendly plants 
   1737 Fern Park Dr. Port Orange, Fl. – 386-212-9923 
 
4. Winters Nursery in Ormond Beach selling beekeeping supplies and bee 
     friendly plants – 147 Tomoka Ave. Ormond Beach, Fl. 32174 – 386-235-8730 
 
 
 

Honey Bee Swarm Capture 
 
 

Bee Friendly LLC – Tom Bartlett – 386-756-2571 
 
S&S Apiaries—Jesse Azam  -  386-478-9722 
 
Alysian Apiaries  - Scott MacMahon  -  407-417-1896 
 
 



BEEKEEPERS OF VOLUSIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
Minutes (not yet accepted) 

 
6:35 p.m. 
 
Meeting called to order by President, Tom Bartlett.   
 
Treasurer's report was read.  Balance of Club account is $505.72.  Motion was made and seconded 
to accept the Treasurer's report. 
 
Guest speaker was Robert Cray, the new Volusia County Bee Inspector for the State of Florida.  He 
spoke to the Club on the different aspect of his job as inspector.   
 
Marlin Ahearn then spoke about the committee's plans for the staffing of the booth at the Volusia 
County Fair.  The Booth will not have any live bees but is being staffed with members for educa-
tional purposes and to encourage new members to join the Club.  Tuesday, November 2nd will be 
the Honey Show.  Honey should be brought in to the Horticulture Building between noon and 6 p.m 
for judging.  A banner for use at they Fair and future Club functions was ordered by the Committee.  
A motion was made and seconded to purchase the banner for $103.12.   
 
A break was then had at 7:35 for members to purchase raffle tickets. 
 
7:55 p.m meeting reconvened.  Tim Schoch then spoke briefly to let the club members know about 
the new website that he created for the club.  The new website is 
www.beekeepersofvolusiacountyfl.com  Tim then spoke how it would take contributions from 
members with articles to post to keep the website going and keep it interesting to those who visit it. 
 
Raffle was held. 
 
8:15 p.m  Meeting adjourned. 

Club Officers 
President—Tom Bartlett—bartteb@aol.com—386-756-2571 

Vice President—Bill Blue—billblue0072003@yahoo.com—386-490-5966 
Treasurer—Ron Kull—kullrp@yahoo.com—386-451-2978 

Secretary—Rose Williams - rmbwill@hotmail.com - 407-323-3056 

Check Out Our Website 
 

www.beekeepersofvolusiacountyfl.com 



Businesses of Members 

“A day without sunshine is like night.” 
Unknown 



Beekeepers of Volusia Country, Florida 
 

Membership Registration Form 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
City_________________________________________ State____ Zip Code _________________ 
 
Telephone Number ________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail address: Important - Much business is done by electronic mail 
 
 
1. Regular Membership (includes family members) $15.00 [ ]  
 
2. Lifetime Membership donation of one hive with 10 frames and bees or $250 { } 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to Beekeepers of Volusia County, Florida 
 
 
 
Bring to meeting or mail to:  
 
Ron Kull, Treasurer, 2525 Palm Dr. 
Port Orange, FL 32128,  
Phone: 1-386-451-2978 
E-mail: Kullrp@yahoo.com 
 
 
Meeting Information…  
 
4th Wednesday of each month… 6:30 PM 
Volusia County Agricultural Center Auditorium,  
3100 E. New York Ave., Deland 


